ALTERNATIVES — Nelchina Caribou Calving ACEC

NELCHINA CALVING
Proposed Area of Critical Environmental Concern

Note: This ACEC is being proposed under Alternative C. See table below. Within the Alternative Table, “Interim”
management refers to management of State or Native selected lands until conveyed, “Long Term” refers to management of
lands if they are retained in federal ownership.

Importance: The eastern Talkeetna Mountains and their foothills are recognized as the traditional calving area of the Nelchina
caribou herd (ADFG Division of Wildlife Conservation 1973). Approximately the northern third of the total known Nelchina caribou
herd calving area is on land managed by BLM-GFO.

Due to the extreme importance of the Nelchina caribou herd’s integral part in a wholly complete and functioning ecosystem, and for
their importance to local subsistence efforts in southcentral Alaska, it is recommended that all lands managed by BLM-GFO that are
occupied by the Nelchina caribou herd during calving season be officially designated an Area of Critical Environmental Concern
(ACEC). Generally, this area lies south of the Susitna River (~ N62.8127 degrees of latitude), east of Prairie Creek (~ W148.9807
degrees of longitude), west of Oshetna River (~ W147.4525 degrees of longitude), and north of ~ N62.5528 degrees of latitude.

Description of Area: Proposed area covers 409,700 acres, the majority of which is BLM-managed (State or Native selected). There
is no unencumbered BLM lands in this proposed unit. On selected lands, measures identified below would only apply until
conveyance occurs. Adoption of identified measures after conveyance would be at the discretion of the State of Alaska or the Native
Corporation.

General Stipulations in the Nelchina Calving ACEC:
Seasonal Limitations

e To protect calving caribou, no surface disturbing activities or activities exceeding fourteen days would
be permitted from 5/1 to 6/15.
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DIFFERENCES IN MANAGEMENT GUIDANCE BY ALTERNATIVE

Note: Within this alternative table, “Interim” refers to management of State or Native selected lands until conveyed,
“Long Term” refers to management of lands if they are retained in federal ownership.

construction.

by-case.

construction unless to
support resource
development or
extraction. Such airstrips
would be closed (except
for emergency purposes)
5/1—-6/15.

Management | Alternative A: | Alternative B: Alternative C: Alternative D: Alternative D:
Actions Current Development end | Conserve, maintain | Interim Long Term
management of spectrum end of spectrum
Decision No ACEC No ACEC designation. | Designate ACEC as No ACEC designation. If sizeable contiguous
designation. Area is already covered | indicated above. Includes | Area identified would be | blocks of land are left in
by Nelchina Public Use | State and Native-selected | managed under measures | federal ownership after
Area. lands. described below. conveyance, consider for
ACEC designation with
measures described
below.
Off- No restrictions. No restrictions. OHVs restricted to OHVs managed under Same as C.
Highway- designated trails 5/1 to State’s generally allowed
. 6/15. Purpose of uses.
Vehicle desienati L
esignation to minimize
(OHV) use impact to calving caribou.
New road Considered case- Allowed. No new construction. Road construction by Same as D Interim.
construction. | by-case. ROW only and limited to
those necessary for
resource development or
extraction. Closed
seasonally (5/1 — 6/15)
except for emergency
purposes.
New airstrip Considered case- Allowed. No new construction. No new airstrip Same as D Interim.
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Management | Alternative A: | Alternative B: Alternative C: Alternative D: Alternative D:
Actions Current Development end | Conserve, maintain | Interim Long Term
management of spectrum end of spectrum
Minerals: Currently closed Revoke d(1)s to open. Maintain d(1)s. Closed to mineral entry Open to mineral entry.
Locatable based on ANCSA based on State or Native | Mining operations would
minerals d(1) withdrawals. selection. be restricted seasonally
5/1 - 6/15.
Minerals: Currently closed Revoke existing d(1)s Maintain d(1)s. Closed to mineral Open for leasing with
Leasable based on ANCSA | to open. leasing based on State or | seasonal or minor
minerals (Oil d(1) withdrawals. Native selection. cons.traints to protect
& Gas) calving caribou.
Minerals: Currently closed Revoke existing d(1)s Maintain d(1)s. Closed to mineral Revoke existing d(1)s to
Leasable based on ANCSA | to open, area open and leasing based on State or | open, suitable for
minerals d(1) withdrawals. suitable for Native selection. development by all
development by all mining methods, subject
(Coal) mining methods. to seasonal (5/1 — 6/15)
stipulations restricting
mining activity during
this time.
Minerals: Permitted case-by- | Permit, consistent with | Do not permit. Open with stipulations Same as D Interim.
Mineral case. protection of values for no activity 5/1 —
materials identified. 6/15.
Public Use Nothing currently Develop public use No public use cabins. Not in interim Would consider public
Cabins authorized. cabins. management. use cabins, located to
minimize impacts on
calving caribou.
Special No limits. Same as A. Limit number of SRPs SRP permits would Same as D Interim.
Recreation issued in the area. adhere to general
Permit (SRP) guidelines listed above.
Recreation Nothing currently OK to consider if No. No. No new campgrounds.
facilities in area. needed in future. Consider interpretive
signs at trailheads
regarding calving area.
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following conditions: 1)
no new structures within
the area; 2) Existing
structures would be
authorized only if they
can clearly be tied to a
commercial enterprise,
such as guiding or
trapping. Other (non-
cabin) permits would be
considered if consistent
with protection of
identified values.

Management | Alternative A: | Alternative B: Alternative C: Alternative D: Alternative D:
Actions Current Development end | Conserve, maintain | Interim Long Term
management of spectrum end of spectrum
Lands and No. No. No. No. No.
Realty:
Emphasis area
for
acquisition?
Lands and Yes, considered Yes. No. FLPMA leases would be | Same as D Interim,
Realty: case-by-case. considered on a case-by- | consistent with
case basis. protection of values
g{écpli\l/)l?, identified.
€ascs
Lands and Yes, considered on | Yes. No. Occupancy type permits, | Same as D Interim.
Realty: a case-by-case such as commercial use
basis. cabins and subsistence
FLPMA 302 cabins, would be
permits authorized under the




ALTERNATIVES — Nelchina Caribou Calving ACEC

suppression class.

suppression class.
Prescribed burning
activities not permitted
5/1 —6/15. Primary
objective for prescribed
or wildland fire will be
improvement of caribou
habitat. If large-scale
wildland fires occur in
area, consider changing
suppression class in
order to maintain long-
term mosaic.

Management | Alternative A: | Alternative B: Alternative C: Alternative D: Alternative D:
Actions Current Development end | Conserve, maintain | Interim Long Term
management of spectrum end of spectrum
Lands and Considered case- Same as A. ROW avoidance area. ROWSs would be Same as D Interim.
Realty: by-case. pegnittgd, with. o
. mitigation to minimize
Rights of Way impe%cts to caribou (no
(ROW) activity during 5/1 —
6/30, utilize underground
powerlines or pipelines
whenever possible).
Military Considered case by | Same as A. No. Ground-based activities Ground-based activities
permits, case. not permitted 5/1 — 6/30. | not permitted 5/1 — 6/30.
. Recommend overflights
activities should be greater than
1500 feet 5/1 — 6/30.
Fire Limited Same as A. Same as A. No change in Same as D Interim.




